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òIf It Looks Like a Duckéó 
by Lisa Penistan 
 

When I started out with North Country Wild Care I had 
an idea (or at least thought I did) that I wanted to rehab 
the furry ones. I have always had a fondness for mam-
mals, so sure, why not go in that direction? As life goes, 
we often learn a lot about ourselves by falling into 
things we never expected. Through NCWC I found I 
had an incredible fondness for Waterfowl and Precocial 
birds (birds covered with down and capable of moving 
about when hatched.) My mother always had Chickens 
when we were kids, and we had a few ducks, and a 
goose named ñClutsò. I always enjoyed the chickens, so 
as an adult I built my own coop and bought day old 
chicks to brood and raise. I got an incubator and played 
around with hatching everything from a turkey right 
down to button quail - whose eggs are the size of a 
dime. As much as I loved doing this it never occurred to 
me that I might be good at it, or that it was an option 
when rehabbing. With Cara Huffman graciously accept-
ing me as a sub-permittee/trainee under her Federal 
Migratory Bird Permit, somehow I fell into it, and even-
tually became the Waterfowl Team Advisor for NCWC. 
 

I got myself prepared for my first big season by setting 
up brooder boxes, caging, pools and the Game Bird 
Starter food that we use for Waterfowl. I was set and 
confidenté I could do it! Then came the Woodies. They 
look like Mallardsé sound like Mallardsé Must eat like 
Mallards. A duck is a duck, right? I found out fast that 
was NOT TRUE. 

 

Woodies are Wood Ducks. They peep, jump and climb. 
ñWHAT is this - a duck that jumps and climbs?ò They also 
would not eat the Game Bird Starter. Things were not 
sunny in my world, and it faded even faster when I got my 
first batch of funny looking ducks with a skinny beak - 
Merganser, what is that? We have them around here? 
  
When things get tough you need to learn real fast. Lucky 
for me we have the Muddyduck Waterfowl Breeding Cen-
ter in our area. With a phone call, long visit, and truly 
great advice from an awesome man named Clyde Robin-
son, I was once again on my way. Clyde breeds water-
fowl from all over the world at his center and did not hesi-
tate to help. He filled me with his knowledge about the 
Wood Duck and Merganser. This helped me so much, 
but I still had a lot to learn, and from there I read every-
thing I could find about other breeds of wild waterfowl. 
 

We have always used a non-medicated game bird feed 
for our non-chicken fowl, as well as with the waterfowl. 
Game bird and duck feeds that you find at a feed store 
are mainly composed of grains like yellow corn, soybean 
meal, and wheat middlings, with added vitamins and min-
erals. These work great for Geese and Ducks who will try 
just about anything, and who often feed on land consum-
ing grains and grasses along with dabbling in the water 
for invertebrates, fish, amphibians and a variety of water 
plants. But the Wood Duck eats more invertebrates, fish, 
amphibians, water plants, seeds, fruits and nuts, so grain 
type feeds are not as palatable to them, making it harder 
to get them to eat, and itôs lower in protein, so they donôt 
do well on it in the long run.  
 

Mergansers are saw-billed diving ducks and come in two 
varieties: the Hooded and Common. The Common Mer-
ganser is one of the largest ducks in the area. Itôs long 
and slender so it can dive deep, swim fast, and they tend 
to like larger ponds and lakes. They have a thin red bill 
with sharp serrated edge that helps them catch and hold 

(Continued on page 4) 

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY H OTLINE  
(518) 964-6740 

This phone is staffed by volunteers.  If you get a message, 
please leave detailed information and repeat your phone 
number.  If you have an injured or orphaned animal in your 
possession, please be sure it is secured in a pet carrier or 
cardboard box in a quiet, dark room and do not offer food or 
water.  Keep babies warm, do not overheat.  Do not handle any 
animal with bare hands and do not attempt to capture an animal 
unless you are sure it is safe to do so.  We sometimes have 
problems staffing the Hotline, so please be patient and call back 
if you do not hear from us within two hours of your call.  Calls to 
this number are billed as if you were calling Lake George, NY.  

Above: Mallard Ducking. Photo: Linda Brown. 
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CALENDAR  
 

MONTHLY  MEETINGS  
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Landmark Motor Inn, 1418 State Rt 9 
(Saratoga Road), South Glens Falls. 
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
Landmark Motor Inn Directions:   
At Exit 17N of the Adirondack Northway 
take Rt 9N for  1/2 mile to the traffic light, 
continue through light, the Landmark Motor 
Inn is on the right. Meetings are held in the 
Conference Room. Further information and 
directions can be found at: 
www.northcountrywildcare.org.  
 
 

W INTER  TRAINING  
 
Training workshops are held from October 
to May each year.   Other training may be 
scheduled throughout the year. Training 
courses are free of charge and open to the 
public.  * SEE SCHEDULE ON PAGE 10. 

 
REMINDERS /UPDATES  
 
Send us your e-mail address if you want to 
be sent reminders about our meetings and 
trainings. Check our website 
(www.northcountrywildcare.org) for the most 
up-to-date information.  If weather is ñiffyò 
please call ahead. 
 
 

NCWC CONTACTS  
 

PRESS:              Donna Topolski   371-0709 
 

MEMBERSHIP and TRAINING:  

                          Lisa Penistan       494-4891 
 

DONATIONS:    Dave Larrow         792-3018 
 

HOTLINE:          Becky Sutton        893-2408 

                          Trish Marki           644-2146 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

                          Laura Von Rosk   532-7207 

A copy of our latest annual report may be 
obtained upon request to us or to: 
Attorney General,  Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

Public Programs  
NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to schools, 
civic groups and community organizations in slide format.  This presentation 
includes a description of our organization, steps involved in becoming a 
wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that NCWC 
volunteers have rehabilitated.  NCWC does not charge a fee for these 
programs but requests a donation. 
 

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740 or 
email ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. 

The Ballston Spa  

Veterinary Clinic  
 

365 Saratoga Avenue, 

Ballston Spa, NY 
(518) 885-5650 

Above:  Merlins in rehab. 
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MEMBERS 

 

 

    SCHROON RIVER  

    ANIMAL  HOSPITAL 
 

    150 Schroon River Road 

    Warrensburg , NY  12885 

    (518) 623-3181   
 

BRIAN LANDENBERGER, DVM 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OU R 

PARTICIPATING VETERI NARIANS  

AND TO ALL THE 

VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE 

DONATED THEIR SERVICES   

Membership is free and reserved for active  
volunteers.  All donors receive our newsletter. 

Amy Ackerman 
Lainie Angel 
Michelle Angel Nelson 
Karin Badey 
Mary Ellen Barlow 
Gary Bolster 
Julia Brosnihan  
Linda Brown 
Meg Brown   
Casey Card 
Larry Collier  
Craig Coon 
Kimberly Cunningham 
Sharon Dame 
Tammy Davis 
Kristen Eagan 
Alison Farrell 
Mary Frances Farrell 
Shannon Fitzgerald 
Nancy Fragale 
Denise Fuoco 
Bill Giorgianni 
Gigi Giorgio 
Lynn Goldsmith 
Judith Grose-Johnson 
Wendy Hall 
Diane Hime 
John Hime 
Debbi Holden 
Cara Huffman 
Judi Jones 
Susan Kazilas 

Nancy Kimball 
David Larrow 
Cindy Lehan 
Rebecca Little 
Lorinda Leonardi 
Trish Marki 
Bernie Marki 
Ruth Martino 
Pat Massey 
Jamie Mazurek 
Georgia Naja 
Grace Nichols 
Susan Peterson 
Michele Provencher 
Elena Rizzo 
Patty Rutland  
Nicole Saunders 
Barbara Stranahan 
Rose Stranahan 
Becky Sutton 
John Thivierge 
Megan Thompson 
Donna Topolski   
Sarah Unger 
Eugene VanAlen, Jr. 
Aimee Viens 
Laura Von Rosk 
Marilee Vuignier 
Vicki Vosburgh 
Sigrid Wallace 
Diane Wood 

 

¹ CAPITAL DISTRICT ¹ 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CLINIC  
 

       222 Troy Schenectady Road 
           Latham, New York 12110 

        (518) 785-1094 
        Monday - Friday 5 pm to 8 pm        
  24 Hour Care Weekends and Holidays 

                     Fully Equipped and Staffed Level 1 Trauma Center 
                     Emergency Treatment & Critical Care for Your Pets 
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fish. As adults their main diet is fish, but as ducklings 
they consume mostly insects. 
 

The Hooded Merganser bill is also serrated, but itôs a 
darker color and slightly wider than the Common, and 
they are a much smaller duck. They prefer the same 
foods, but the Hooded is more commonly found in 
smaller wooded ponds and lakes, swamps and fast 
moving streams and rivers. As with the Common, a 
more grain base feed is not at all what the Mergansers 
needed or wanted to eat. How and what to feed 
Woodies and Mergansers? 
 

Another reason I was having trouble getting the Wood 
Ducks and Mergansers to start eating was that they, 
like many baby precocial birds, react to movement. If it 
moves - they eat it.  I just needed to find an insect 
food source that moves and is easy to get my hands 
on. Mealworms, Wax worms and Crickets are easy to 
purchase alive, and I found the Woodies and Mergies 
like them very much. Clyde also told me that cooked 
eggs are a great food source for the baby Woodies, 
and I found the Mergansers agreed. Their food dish 
contained cooked eggs dressed with mealworms and 
wax worms. For a good time I release some crickets in 
their brooder box and hope they eat them before they 
escape. The crickets provide me with some great en-
tertainment, as well as exercise and food for the 
ducks. All was well once again. They are eating good 
and growing fast! 
 

Help - they are eating me out of house and home! 
In one season I purchased over 15,000 meal worms, 
200 Wax Worms and oodles of crickets, plus I had 20 
hens in my backyard coop - no eggs left in the fridge, 
and needed to purchase an additional 6 to 10 dozen 
eggs a week. UGH - There has to be a better way. So, 
back online I wenté 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

I happened to find Mazuri Exotic Animal Diets. PMI Nutri-
tion manufactures more exotic animal diets than any other 
company in the world. They have feeds for lions, tigers and 
bears - ñoh myòé elephants, hippos, Kangaroo, and walla-
by too - and donôt forget your flamingo, aardvark, or the 
whole petting zoo. They design, test and manufacture the 
Mazuri branded products used by many, including zoos. 
They have specialized nutritionists and technical support. 
My first contact at Mazuri was with Carol Sharamitaro. We 
talked about their Waterfowl diets, and many other prod-
ucts they have. 
 

Carol was awesome. She sent me all sorts of info. I also 
copied our emails to Karen Wright, who she said was the 
Eastern Region Manager and Zoo Specialist. So I had not 
one, but two amazing specialists helping me. I explained to 
them that while the worms, crickets and eggs worked 
great, it was near impossible to handle enough of them to 
fill all the ducks bellies, and it was very expensive. Karen 
told me about the Sea Duck Diet for fish-eating-ducks, but 
the pellet size was two large. In the end her final thought 
was that the Mazuri Insectivore Diet would likely work best 
for the little ducklings and I. Carol and Karen were incredi-
ble to work with, and they said they would send me a free 
bag of the Insectivore Diet. I was so excited. I kept watch-
ing for a little bag to come in the mail. Well, much to my 
surprise a 25 lb bag showed up at my door. WOW - I was 
so pleased with all that the fine folks at Mazuri did for me. 
 

The Mazuri Insectivore Diet is designed to stimulate the 
high protein, high fiber diet of insectivorous animals and 
birds. It proved to be very palatable to the ducks, and in-
cluded other items on the natural side of what they eat in 
the wild - like fish oils, fish meal, shrimp meal, apple pom-
ace and powdered cellulose (fruit & veggies for the Wood-
ies). It comes as a very small dark colored crumble that 
could resemble a bug to the ducklings. This diet has made 
a huge difference in feeding the ducklings. I still use a lot of 
worms, crickets and eggs, but this fills their stomach gap, 
is faster, easier and can be left in the brooder for self feed-
ing without walking, crawling or hopping away. It also pro-
duced the healthiest and most beautiful plumaged ducks I 
have released. 

HOUSING 
Most ducks and geese can go from the brooder box to a 
large pen, and from there to the wild. Yet the Wood Ducks 
and Mergansers also pose a problem with housing. As 
hard as it is to get them to start eating, once they start, 
they will eat funny things like their bedding, which isnôt 
good for their tummies. In the brooder I use paper towels 
for their bedding because it is easy on them if they do eat 
it. For this same reason I donôt move them from the brood-
er to a large outdoor pen on the ground. I found they do 
much better in an enclosure with a wire floor and a pool 
once they feather out. Iôm great at brainstorming so I decid-
ed I would build a brooder/wire floor enclosure. It seems 
like an easy task to build a simple cageé but it isnôt. Lucky 

(Continued on page 5) 

Above: Lisaôs Mixed Batch: Wood Ducks,  

Mergansers and Mallards 
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Untimely End For Young Bear  
by Trish Marki and Cara Huffman 
 

On a sunny Sunday in March we received a call on the 
NCWC hotline from a man on a cell phone with poor 
reception.  We heard something about a bear cub, a 4 
wheeler, and that he would call back when he was out 
of the woods.  We only let our minds wander for a mo-
ment imagining how this fella was going to transport a 
bear cub on a 4 wheeler - then we thought it best not 
to! He called back about 45 minutes later and we 
agreed on a place to meet. The "cub" was loose in the 
back of his pickup-cab. It was alert, but moving slow-
ly. We crawled in after it and began examining it.  It 
was severely emaciated, dehydrated, and quite 
weak.  We administered fluids, secured it in a carrier, 
and did the necessary paperwork quickly, then headed 
back home. The cub weighed in at 10 lbs (photo 
above). After examining it we realized it was a yearling 
male. He should have weighed more than 50lbs!  He 
should have still been with his mother, since cubs stay 
with their Moms for 2 years. Sadly, despite all of our 
emergency efforts he passed away (Thank you Dr. Bri-
an Landenberger and his staff at the Schroon River 
Animal Hospital for all their work). We sent the cub to 
the NYS DEC Pathology Lab for a necropsy. They 
found he had ingested a porcupine quill, which had mi-
grated out of the intestinal track and penetrated the 
diaphragm, allowing bacteria to enter the chest cavity. 
This unfortunately led to chronic pneumonia. While we 
can only speculate what happened to his Mother (we 
suspect she was taken during bear season or suc-
cumbed to illness), when he went into hibernation he 
did not have sufficient fat stores, plus chronic pneumo-
nia, and upon awaking his chances for survival were 
thin. We do not get a lot of calls for bears, and rarely 
get them in for rehab. When we do, we provide them 
with emergency care, then send them to another rehab-
ber in the state who has an ideal facility for bears.   _   

for me, a very special man in my life, Dick, decided I 
could really use some help. (And I really did need it!!) 
Together we built a true ñDuck Condoò. It has a wire 
mesh floor, an old sliding glass door panel that we recy-
cled for a window and a removable indoor pool. The win-
dow allows natural light cycles. When the pool is re-
moved I have a cover for the hole and a brooder light 
inside that turns it into a huge brooder box. With the big 
doors itôs so easy to clean. 
 

BITTER SWEET...RELEASE TIME! 
The most rewarding thing about rehabilitating animals 
and birds is the release. You spend countless hours 
learning all you can, caring for the animal or bird, and you 
give it your all. You do all you can to keep them natural 
and wild, show them what to eat, and where and how to 
nest, but deep down they are our babies. Just like with 
our own kids, letting go is hard. We fret about the re-
leaseéare they ready? Will they be OK?  Is this a good 
spot? Maybe I should waité No donôt be silly - itôs time. 
When you release them there is a wonderful feeling that 
comes over you. To see them confidently start on lifeôs 
journey can only be described as TOTALLY AWESOME! 
When I look back over the last few years I realize that I 
also have shared the same growth as the waterfowl that I 
had the privilege to care for.  With a lot of help from oth-
ers I learned to feed, house and care for them. I also 
know that my confidence grew with them, yet I know I will 
never stop learning from, and about them. 
 

North Country Wild Care is able to provide for so many 
birds and animals because of a huge number of very car-
ing people. They care enough to call NCWCôs hotline to 
save the animal, hold or transport the animal, give their 
knowledge, veterinary expertise, time, and support us 
with either a pat on the back, or through donations that 
help us house, purchase medication, supplies and feed 
the wildlife we care for. Without all of you - we would not 
be able to continue.  A BIG THANK YOU to all that help 

us do what we do!      _   

(Continued from page 4) 

Above: Lisaôs ñDuck Condoò 
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Team Eagle 
by Nancy Kimball 
 

Upon arrival at my local veterinary clinic to pick up an 
injured great horned owl, Cara, the vet tech and raptor 
rehabilitation specialist, asked "Can you help with the 
eagle on Wednesday?" I said: òOf course, tell me what 
time and where and what equipment to bring."  
 

I knew the essentials of this eagle's story. He was 
found at Moffitt Beach Campsite near Speculator, NY, 
hanging from a tree limb with his left foot caught in a 
leg-hold trap. Most likely, he was looking for dinner and 
swooped down to get what he thought would be an 
easy meal - the bait that had been placed in the trap. 
The pressure of the eagle's talon on the trap caused 
the teeth to snap shut on the hind toe of his foot, but 
luckily not breaking any bones. The eagle's instinctive 
response was to get away, breaking the chain that se-
cured the trap to the ground when he flew up to a near-
by tree, with the trap still clamped to his foot. As he 
attempted to fly to another spot, the chain caught on 
the branch of the tree and he flipped upside down, dan-
gling from the limb by one foot.  
 

The eagle was found by the trapper, whose mind was 
on the animal he was intending to catch, certainly not 
expecting to find his trap up in a tree with our national 
symbol. The trapper contacted the New York State De-
partment of Conservation (a.k.a. Encon) to report this 

2 from ñTeam Eagleò:  

Cara (left) and Wendy (right) with eagle. 

Above: Bald Eagle with leg-trap, stuck in tree. 

mishap to a conservation officer who radioed the Encon 
dispatcher in Ray Brook to call the North Country Wild 
Care hotline. Wendy, one of the members of the organi-
zation and a rehabilitator, was covering emergencies 
that day, got the call and headed for Speculator with a 
carrier and her emergency supplies.  
 

When she arrived on the scene, along with the conser-
vation officer, they had the challenge of figuring out how 
to get the eagle down from the tree without causing 
more trauma to the bird, or having the bird injure the 
rescuers. Plan A was put into action: the conservation 
officer threw a trapping net over the eagle, cut the chain 
that was wrapped around the tree limb, and brought the 
eagle down. Wendy got the large dog crate out of her 
car, then very carefully cut the net away from the eagle's 
head, and removed the trap from his foot. When the ea-
gle opened his mouth to comment on his reaction to the 
rescue, Wendy gave him an oral electrolyte solution, 
and quickly put him in the crate. She then transported 
the eagle to Cara, who took over the care. (Of note - a 
bald eagle is protected by the Federal Eagle Act and 
falls under the federal category of threatened species. If 
one is orphaned or injured in the wild, the finder must 
immediately contact both the federal and state agencies 
that oversee wildlife rehabilitation. A designated eagle 
specialist with one of these agencies will monitor the 
eagle's treatment and progress.)  
 

Cara did the initial examination of the eagle: weight ten 
and one/half Ib., with a six to seven foot wingspan. The 
feathers on his head were completely white, indicating 
that he was an adult, between three and four years old. 
Cara took X-rays to rule out any fractures. The only no-
ticeable injury was the two puncture wounds in his left 
foot; otherwise he was in good shape. The eagle was 
placed on antibiotics; however, after a week in captivity, 

(Continued on page 7) 



Bald Eagles are regulated by NYS DEC Endangered Species Unit.  They decide who cares for them, and when 
and where they are released.  Generally, if they come in the capital district they are sent to Dr. Becker, a Vet in 
Albany who is also a rehabilitator. Dr. Becker is the consulting Vet for the endangered Species Unit.  This is the 
first Bald Eagle we have been allowed to keep and treat, largely due to Cara's experience with Eagles when she 
lived in California.  So, Bravo Cara and ñTeam Eagleò! Keep up the good work! 
 

The Bald Eagle was released on April 29th, 2010!  
Below are photos of ñrelease dayò with Pete Nye from the NYS DEC Department of Endangered Species Unit. 
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the eagle developed an 
E.Coli infection in his wound-
ed foot, requiring daily irriga-
tions along with a different 
oral antibiotic. 
 

The first time Cara took him 
out of the cage for a foot 
treatment, he knocked the 
safety shield off her head 
with his beak and wings. 
Cara decided it was time to 
mobilize a team of three or 
four people for each treat-
ment session. I arrived at 
Cara's house with my heavy 
leather gloves, a little anx-
ious and at the same time 

excited at the opportunity to be on the team caring for the ea-
gle. We have four experienced rehabilitators: Cara, Dave, Wen-
dy and me. We begin. Cara dons the face shield and gloves, 
opens the cage door, reaches in and grabs the eagle by both 
legs. She carries him to the kitchen where she lays him down 
on a beach towel on the floor. Dave quickly wraps the bird in 
the towel, òburrito style", so his wings are secure against his 
body, and puts a hood over his head. The eagle, of course, is 
trying to escape during this phase, but once his eyes are cov-
ered he calms down. Dave then lifts the eagle like a baby into 
my arms. I position him upright with his back against my chest; 
his head close to my shoulder and a hand on each leg. 
 

I feel the warmth of the eagle's body through the towel, his rap-
id breathing and his heart beating. I think "What a gift to be 
holding this magnificent bird." Cara irrigates the wound and ap-

(Continued from page 6) 

plies some ointment while Wendy cleans out the 
eagle's cage. I put on the face shield and Dave 
takes the hood off the bird so Cara can give him 
his oral antibiotic. The medicine is pink and cher-
ry flavored but the eagle doesn't care for it and 
spits some out. (It probably would be more ap-
pealing if it had a fishy flavor). He'll get the rest of 
the antibiotic in his dinner, a previously frozen rat 
or hamster. Now that the eagle can see all the 
humans around him he struggles to get away. I 
hold on to his legs with all my strength, carry him 
back to his room, put him in the cage, point him 
toward his perch and quickly shut the cage door. 
It's time for me to drive back home to take care of 
my raptors patients; a great horned owl, two 
barred owls, a screech owl and a red-tailed 
hawk. After my walk on the wild side with the 
bald eagle, handling my birds will be a stroll in 

the park. _ 

 

Above: Cara Huffman and  

Dr. Landenberger with eagle. 

Above: Wendy Hall with eagle. 
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HOTLINE VOLUNTEERS AND TRANSPORTERS NEEDED 
 

As more and more people find out about our Hotline weôre getting more and more calls.  Weôre thrilled that a lot more animals are 
getting the help they need, but we need more volunteers to respond to these additional calls for help.  From Hotline staffers who 
answer the telephone to transporters who pick up the animal and get it to a veterinarian or rehabber and, of course, the rehabbers 
themselves, each person is vital to the success of the Hotline. 
 

You donôt have to be a wildlife rehabilitator or even a member of NCWC to volunteer to answer the phone or transport animals.  We 
provide training for the Hotline staffers and suggest that transporters attend the ñCapture and Transportò training class, though itôs 
not required.  Hotline phone shifts are typically 4 hours, though some people cover multiple shifts.  Many Hotline phone staffers also 
volunteer as transporters.  If youôd like to find out more about being an important part of the NCWC Hotline as a telephone staffer or 

animal transporter, please call the Hotline at 964-6740 .  _ 

begins to change.  I know they create problems in hous-
es and yards, but there are humane ways to deal with 
them. Squirrels are common, and taken for granted be-
cause they are always there. They donôt have the appeal 
of the regal raptors. If people could only observe them 
as we do while under our care, they might see them in a 
different light.  They would see them yawn, put their 
arms around each other; also try to take one anotherôs 
food, even though there is plenty more in front of them 
(like small children - what somebody else has is always 
better!).  They grumble at each other, and then sit side 
by side to eat together.  They chase each other around, 
wrestle, and do funny antics. For example: trying to pull 
a whole multi-page section of the newspaper through 
the two inch hole in their nesting box ï and succeed.  
When something scares them, you can see the fear and 
panic in their faces.  Did you know they scream?  The 
really little ones open their mouths wide and let out a 

(Continued on page 9) 

The òNewbeeó 
by Susan Peterson 
 

I became a Wildlife Rehabilitator in 2009.  The first 
question some people asked was; ñWhy would you want 
to do that?ò  Why does someone want to become a wild-
life rehabilitator?  Probably the first answer we all have 
to this question is that we love animals.  As a ñNewbeeò, 
when an injured chipmunk, who is docile one minute, 
then clamps down on your finger the next, and wonôt let 
go, you scream like a little girl - you ask: why?  When 
you take your first class on zoonotic diseases (diseases 
spread to humans by animals) you really ask WHY?  
There are many other reasons you may ask: ñwhyò?   
 

You study, take your licensing exam, and realize that 
you still know nothing ï well at least very little.  What 
keeps you there is the animals that need your help.  Iôve 
decided, for the time, to specialize in caring for chip-
munks and squirrels because of earlier experiences I 
had with these animals. 
 

My arms were all scratched this spring. A woman asked 
me if I had a cat.  I told her no, and explained what I was 
doing.  I was raising two baby squirrels at the time.  She 
said ñArenôt there enough squirrels in the world?ò  I re-
sponded that, ñall babies deserve a chance to liveò.  It 
was then I began to learn how many people dislike 
squirrels and chipmunks!  If you understand that they 
are only looking for what we all want; food, shelter and a 
safe place to raise their families, your understanding 


